[Integration of the public health service in community management of substance dependent patients].
Community strategies, facing the rising number of drug victims, HIV-positive und AIDS patients, together with the increasing crime rate in our cities, are under discussion at various national and international scientific conferences. Based on the "National Concept against Drug Abuse", presented by the German Government in June 1990, each community should set up a network, including the local agencies dealing with drug problems (drug squads, counselling, specialist treatment and prevention services) and improve their outpatient schemes. Since the general state of health of the "problem drug users" has steadily deteriorated, the Community Health Authority as a medical agency can play an important role in the approach to "problem drug use" as a mediator and coordinator of various local strategies.